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While cannabis has been legalized in California for nearly five years, the illegal grow ing of cannabis on public
lands has steadily increased.
Thousands of cartel-controlled tres pass grows on California’s pub lic lands are killing wildlife, depleting and
contaminating our water sources, and making many places we love to visit po tentially dangerous.
While most of these operations have been his torically lo cated in north ern California, they are expanding
throughout the state, including in Inyo and Mono coun ties.
Tres pass farms take a destructive toll on our en vironment. Often located in fragile canyons with scarce water,
operators remove native riparian veg etation critical to many species of wildlife. The routine use of deadly pes ti-
cides contaminates both soil and water. They use a tremendous amount of water as well, leaving little to support
the native ecosys tem.
Here in the Eastern Sierra every drop of our water is important, es pecially during drought. Water for ranching
and farming, an integral part of our rural livelihoods, is threatened by operations that steal and divert water
away from farmers and res idents. Statewide, tres pass grows consume nine billion gallons of water a year,
enough water to supply a town of 100,000 people for an entire year.
In recent years federal and lo cal of fi cials have located tres pass grows in some of the most rugged and remote lo-
cations of the Inyo National Forest, Bureau of Land Man agement lands in the Inyo Mountains, and in Death
Valley National Park.
Earlier this year, Death Valley of fi cials reported the dis covery of a grow operation in a remote region of the park
known as Jail Canyon. The report was made by intrepid hik ers who ventured to the seldom vis ited canyon. This
illegal grow is only one of hundreds that visitors and rangers have found in Death Valley over the last decade.
These lo cations host endangered plants and an imals that are already threatened by human impacts and climate
change. Tres pass grows often leave behind their infrastructure, contributing to the grow ing problem of trash in
remote and sensitive areas. Tribes have reported damage to irreplaceable cultural and heritage resources, includ-
ing prehis toric sites found in areas with year round water sources.
In recent years these tres pass operations have been the cause of major wildfires, destroying homes, lives and
watersheds. According to research done by the Cannabis Removal on Pub lic Lands Project, tres pass grows have
burned a minimum of 285,000 acres on California’s public lands, which have costed billions in suppres sion ef-
forts.
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In addition to caus ing fires, tres pass operations can impede firefighters from putting them out. Cal Fire has re-
ported firefighters being con fronted by armed grow ers, who often set booby traps and leave explosive ammuni-
tion to deter firefighters and law enforcement.
Offi cials commonly find banned and deadly pes ticides in cluding carbofuran, which can impair the nervous sys -
tem and cause tremors, convulsions, and even death. One quar ter of a teaspoon of Carbofuran is enough to kill a
600-pound bear. Carbofuran’s combustibility makes it even more dan gerous in the midst of a hot fire, where it
could be inhaled by firefighters.
Several years ago a dead black bear was dis covered via helicopter in the mid dle of a tres pass grow within the
John Muir Wilderness. Many grow operations are so remote they can only be detected by aircraft - a costly en-
deavor that results in the dis covery of operations only by happenstance.
Education and safety are crucial. Recreational users need to know signs of grow operations and what to do if
they encounter them while hiking or recreating on pub lic lands. At the same time people should not have to live
in fear of their safety for venturing to places off the beaten path and ex ploring places that could hold dangerous
tres pass grows.
Law enforcement agencies across California often receive reports from visitors and res idents living near na-
tional forests about tres pass grows. Yet both the US Forest Service and Bureau of Land Management are woe-
fully un derstaffed to prevent or even clean up after tres pass operations.
The Inyo National Forest, which spans 2 million acres over mountains and high desert, has less than 10 people
who are in charge of patrolling tres pass operations. This equates to one of fi cer being respon sible for approxi-
mately 250,000 acres, an area larger than the entire city of San Diego. A similar ratio exists for all federal lands
and forests in California.
And over the past year, public of fi cials are reporting that tres pass grows have increased to pre-legalization lev-
els.
If we are going to protect the Eastern Sier ras and California’s public lands from the pollution and destruction
from tres pass grows, the federal government must in crease its prevention and reclamation efforts. This can only
happen through providing our pub lic agen cies the resources they need to carry out the work and succeed.
Fortu nately, a bipartisan group of Congress members are now working to in crease investment in enforcement
and clean-up efforts. In a recent budget vote by the House of Representatives, members voted to increase fund-
ing for the US For est Service to over $4.14 billion, which is $680 million more than in the previous year. That
includes language acknowledging the tres pass grow is sue and mandating action. It will be critical for Congress
to affirm these increases and ensure that these funds are put to wards preventing and cleaning up tres pass op era-
tions.
In addition, we need specific legis lation to ad dress the is sue. We look forward to working with members of the
Califor nia Congres sional delegation dedicated to address ing the is sue, includ ing Congress man Obernolte and
Senator Padilla.
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With California’s fire season explosively underway, and tres pass grows steadily increas ing, bold and swift ac-
tion is needed to protect our land, water, and environment. The legacy of California’s wildlands are at stake.


